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still dealing with 
scandal expenses 10a 
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MLK HOLIDAY 
HAPPENINGS 


Beginning Saturday, 
thousands will celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
legacy at a parade and in 
other events. 8A 


TRUMP ISSUES 
VAGUE DENIAL 


Sen. Dick Durbin said 
Friday the president did 
use derogatory language 
in reference to African 
nations. 9A 


NC CHARTER 
SCHOOL BOOM 


A report tallies the 
“significant negative 
fiscal” cost of such 
facilities to traditional 
public school systems. 8A 


Police sought murder suspect: 
instead, he found them first 
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Jonathan Bennett fired into the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department headquarters in uptown Charlotte. He was shot dead. 


BY JOE MARUSAK AND MARK PRICE 


jmarusak@charlotteobserver.com 
msprice@charlotteobserver.com 


A homicide suspect being 
sought by police ambushed 
officers outside the Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg Police Depart- 
ment headquarters late Thurs- 
day, shooting one officer in the 


leg before being killed by return 


fire. 

“He ambushed us,” police 
Chief Kerr Putney told report- 
ers. 

Court records show the sus- 
pect, 23-year-old Jonathan 
Bennett, was due to stand trial 
Feb. 7 for felony probation 


violation in con- 
nection with a 
2017 incident. 

Just before 11 
p.m., officers 
from the North 
Tryon Division 
and N.C. Proba- 
tion and Parole 
were in the 
CMPD parking lot when Ben- 
nett arrived in a white car, 
Putney said. 

The group of six to eight 


Jonathan 
Bennett 


officers was being briefed on an 


unrelated investigation in the 
parking lot when Bennett start- 
ed shooting, the chief said. 
One CMPD officer, Casey 
Shue, was taken to Carolinas 


Medical Center with a gunshot 
wound to the leg, police said. 
The injury is not life-threat- 
ening. Shue was hired on July 
21, 2014, and is assigned to the 
North Tryon Division Crime 
Reduction Unit. 

Two CMPD officers and two 
probation officers fired back 
and critically wounded Bennett. 
He was taken to Carolinas 
Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead, Putney said. 
The CMPD officers have been 
identified as Jeffrey Zederbaum 
and Jared Decker. Zederbaum 
was hired in 2009 and Decker 
was hired on July 21, 2014. 

Bennett was a suspect in the 
fatal shooting of Brittany 


Officer shot in ambush has a history of 
confronting city’s criminals. MA 


White, also 23, earlier Thursday 
in west Charlotte. Bennett and 
White were the parents of an 
infant daughter, and Bennett 
took the child with him after 
that shooting, police said. The 
daughter was later found safe. 
Putney said it was doubtful 
that there would be any body 
camera footage from the shoot- 
ing outside CMPD headquar- 
ters because it was an ambush. 
“Times like this make you 
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NC maps ruled unconstitutional gerrymanders, 
but GOP lawyer wants them used again in 2018 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
Republican lawmakers are 
appealing to the U.S. Supreme 
Court to block the ruling this 
week that struck down North 
Carolina’s congressional dis- 
tricts - at least temporarily - and 
they want an answer by Jan. 22. 
Phil Strach, the Raleigh-based 
attorney representing Repub- 
lican lawmakers in the partisan 


gerrymandering case, stated in 
his 22-page request for an emer- 
gency stay on the order issued 
Tuesday that a three-judge pa- 
nel “has used an entirely novel 
legal theory to hopelessly dis- 
rupt North Carolina’s upcoming 
congressional elections.” 

On Tuesday, a panel of three 
federal judges ruled that in 
2016, the Republican-led Gener- 
al Assembly in North Carolina 
unconstitutionally gerryman- 
dered the state’s 13 congression- 
al districts to ensure the party’s 


“domination of the state’s con- 
gressional delegation.” 

The judges - James Wynn, a 
Barack Obama appointee to the 
Ath U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, and U.S. District Judges 
W. Earl Britt, a Jimmy Carter 
appointee, and William Osteen 
Jr., a George W. Bush appointee 
- gave the lawmakers until Jan. 
24 to adopt new maps, which 
are to be turned in to the court 
with a record of any hearings by 
Jan. 29. 

The filing period for candi- 


dates in the 2018 elections in 
North Carolina is set to open 
Feb. 12. 

“Prohibiting the state from 
using the duly enacted district- 
ing map that governed its last 
election cycle is not just practi- 
cally disruptive, but represents a 
grave and irreparable sovereign 
injury,” Strach stated in the 
request for intervention. 


WISCONSIN, MARYLAND 
AND NC ARGUMENTS 
Additionally, Strach contend- 


ed, blocking the effects of the 
order by the three judges would 
be in keeping with what the high 
court had done in a Wisconsin 
case that tests the breadth to 
which lawmakers can redistrict 
for partisan gain. That case 
points to the “efficiency gap,” a 
theory that gerrymanders force 
the disadvantaged party to 
“waste” votes. Voters are shift- 
ed into districts where their 
votes won’t matter, either be- 
cause their party’s candidate 
can’t win or is already sure to 
win. 

The lawmakers’ attorney also 
mentioned a Maryland redistrict- 
ing case in which Republican 
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